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Study Guide

Destroying Avalon
Setting and Plot

Setting

The setting for the story is 2006, revealed through the popular culture references to TV shows: The OC, Neighbours and Missy Higgins’ song Scar and also the type of technology: text messaging, emails, blogs, chat rooms; in a coastal suburb (Sorrento is mentioned twice) in Perth.  The housing is modern, middle class, suburban, 

‘The houses we were looking at were new and modern, with theatre rooms and separate teenage wings. They were so different from our haphazardly planned and tacked together house in Grace Point, where every room radiated off the kitchen, a gigantic brick-floored room with an enormous old wooden butcher’s block that served as a bench.’ 

The Maloneys move from their country home of Grace Point (fictitious) to this coastal suburb for the start of Avalon’s Year 10. The insularity and closeness of Grace Point’s school is juxtaposed with the metropolitan school Westerly. 

‘The school was modern, it couldn’t have been very old. Perfectly manicured lawns separated the buildings, with their names -- English, Maths, Social Sciences -- displayed on the portico entrances. Each building was surrounded by rose gardens, whose perfume we could smell from the car. Tall, leafy, light green trees shaded the lawns. On one side of the grounds there were netball courts and playing fields and on the other was an enormous two-storey building defined by the word Administration.

It was a far cry from my country school, which catered for pre-primary to year twelve: a single rectangular building of red brick, probably built by the first convicts, surrounded by verandahs with chipped, faded painted railings; where the playing field was the local town oval and the netball court was a warped, volcano-like bitumen surface that also accommodated square ball and hop scotch.’

It is in this academic and seemingly perfect environment Avalon finds herself the target of a hate campaign. Intimidated by the sophistication of the other students and embarrassed by her background Avalon attempts to ingratiate herself with the popular crowd.

‘They all looked so neat and professional. Not like at Grace Point where the kids tied surfie jumpers around their waists and the girls wore mini skirts, or hipsters, in school colours. These students looked practically adult.’

When she finds herself at the centre of the hate campaign she is troubled by how much vicious and hateful gossip is being generated about her. She feels isolated, yet exposed, ‘alone in my bedroom, the one place I had felt safe until it was invaded through my fifteen inch, flat screen monitor.’ And it is interesting to compare this to her initial description of the country ‘the wide open spaces, the yellow, often dry, landscape, the way everyone in town knows everyone else’s business, the feeling of identity when everyone you pass knows you by name or stops to say hello and fill you in on the latest.’ 

Most of the story takes place in the school grounds and in Avalon’s group of friends’ ‘safe haven’ the netball courts. ‘There was only one group on the netball courts; they sat in the far corner and watched us approach, caged behind the wire mesh fencing.’ 

Isolated from other school students Avalon’s group continue to be social outcasts socially and geographically. It is within this safe haven they are encircled and attacked at one of the story’s climaxes. ‘I didn’t even see them coming. One minute we were talking and eating, the next minute we were surrounded… The biggest one stood in the gateway, blocking any escape. We were trapped.’


And at the story’s conclusion it is again, on the netball courts that dragon girl’s identity is revealed, ‘I found her down on the netball courts, where we all used to hang out before Marshall died. She was sitting in the corner, her back against the mesh fence, watching me arrive.’

Plot

The action takes place over the first five weeks of Avalon’s first year at the school. Rebuffed by the popular group for an errant comment and then later seen as showing off in Maths class she is befriended by the social outcasts, cruelly labelled, ‘The Weirdos and Queeros’. 

Desperate not to be labelled the same, Avalon attempts to find another social group but her advances are crushed by the popular girls ‘The Bitches’ who make their feelings to the school body known. Suddenly Avalon is the subject of a hate campaign that sees vicious lies being spread about her across the Net and through SMS. The organiser of the hate campaign is dragon girl- who Avalon believes is Alice, the leader of ‘The Bitches’. Avalon is hassled at school by students she doesn’t even know and becomes obsessed and introverted at home, spending hours surfing the Net.

After several weeks the attack against her dies down until she learns that her friend Marshall is being targeted by the cyber bullies. The attacks against him become physical and he is assaulted at school. In retaliation to name-calling Tamara, one of ‘The Weirdos and Queeros’ breaks a bully’s nose and the small group are called to Administration, to be dealt with by teaching staff.


Avalon and Marshall are terrified of discovery. Marshall is frightened of the consequences of being labelled a dobber, and Avalon is worried about her parents’ reaction. Finally the stress of the last five weeks breaks Avalon’s resolve to keep the secret and she breaks down in front of her parents. The cyber campaign is revealed and her parents spring into action. Unfortunately it is too late. At the same time Avalon confesses, Marshall has been beaten up on his way home from school. Also broken, he falls into deep despair and ends his own life.

The police investigate his suicide. Computers are accessed and charges of cyber stalking are laid against the culprits. The identity of dragon girl is finally revealed to Avalon. Not, as she suspected Alice, the popular girl and leader of ‘The Bitches’, but her own insecure and socially inept friend Sukey.

Characters

Avalon

The central character and narrator. Avalon is fourteen and an accelerated student. She exhibits intelligence and modesty and a desperate desire to fit in with her peer group. The subject of the bullying, though she consistently asks why she is the target, on several levels she understands. The incident with Alice in the girls’ toilets she knows is the catalyst. She understands how ‘these girls’ operate, from the leader (Alice) through to the minions, their desire to be popular at any cost. She is also prepared to overcome her moral consciousness, which tells her these girls are shallow and superficial, in order to be accepted. She recalls Marie James (Bogie) and the long term effects of being labeled, demonstrating she is as culpable as the others and as insensitive. ‘I know how these things work — a nickname sticks and so does a reputation. If I couldn’t be accepted by Alice, or even by the next group down, I’d always be destined to be a misfit. I didn’t want that. Sukey’s friends had been good to me but I didn’t want to be one of them.’
As a narrator Avalon proves unreliable. The ‘red herrings’ as to dragon girl’s identity are provided by Avalon and reveal her sometimes shallow and superficial judgments of people

Tamara’s initial unfriendliness is immediately viewed by Avalon as personal dislike. Her aggression and language cause Avalon to consider Tamara a threat. ‘Tamara held my gaze with her narrow little eyes and I wondered who was more trouble: her or Alice.’

Even though Tamara is supportive of Avalon at the start of the hate campaign, ‘It can’t last forever,’ Tamara said, ‘either they get bored and forget about it, or I’ll have to beat one of them so badly they want to forget about it.’ Avalon doesn’t overcome her own feelings of distrust until Tamara refuses an invite to Alice’s party. It is this party that defines Avalon’s real friends- Marshall and Tamara, who both refuse to go.

By the time Tamara asks Avalon to help her buy some clothes Avalon has finally realized Tamara’s worth, ‘Anything.’ I really meant it. I would have done pretty much anything for Tamara.’

After the first disastrous day at school Avalon is convinced her comment in the toilets has run her foul of Alice and the group of popular girls, ‘I kept thinking about that Mitch comment, in the toilets on the first day. What should I have said? I was trying to make her realise I didn’t care about him at all. But she took it so badly. And now I was in deep shit.’

From this point Avalon has no doubt that Alice is dragon girl. So convinced is she, that the reader accepts her observations and comments without question. Even though Avalon can’t understand Alice’s motivation ‘I’d seen her with other girls, girls she liked, and she seemed really nice. Why was she such a bitch to me?’ 

When Avalon runs into Alice in Bunnings she convinces the reader that Alice is taunting her in front of her parents,

‘Hi,’ she flashed her saccharin smile. ‘How you doing Avalon?’ 

It sounded almost like she really cared. It was the first time she’d spoken to me face to face since the second day. I couldn’t believe her balls! She was such a good actor.’

Yet after it is revealed she is not dragon girl this situation seems more genuine than Avalon would have had the reader believe. Alice says, ‘And then things got really ugly and I didn’t want to be involved.’ And it seems plausible that her question that day in Bunnings was really loaded with concern. 

Avalon continues to mislead the reader with her reptilian descriptions of Alice, a ‘sugar-coated tiger snake’ and the ‘perfumed crocodile’, reminding us on a sub-conscious level that Alice is indeed dragon girl.

It is interesting that Sukey, the first person to offer friendship is never questioned by Avalon. 

‘I watched Sukey talking to Dad about Animal Farm and felt an overwhelming rush of gratitude towards her. If she hadn’t asked me to join her group that first day I would have endured this week on my own. I was lucky, I knew I didn’t really deserve them. She saw me watching and looked over with a sympathetic smile. I smiled back, hoping to convey my happiness. I realised things had been bad but they could have been a whole lot worse.’ 

After the reader learns Sukey is dragon girl the sympathetic smile can read as a guilty smile.

 During the English class Avalon is so buoyed by Alice’s acceptance of her she isn’t overly concerned by Sukey’s behaviour,

 ‘But she was watching me under her eyebrows, silently and strangely. She had turned into a turtle since we’d joined Alice and Todd, I could barely see her head poking over her shoulders.’  

Then later, when Avalon has been publicly humiliated, ‘Desperately, I looked to Sukey for moral support but her head had almost vanished into her neck’ Avalon sets the reader up into believing that Sukey predicted this outcome, while Avalon walked blindly into it.

 Sukey’s acceptance of Alice’s invitation though hurtful is not seen as any more than that. It is an ironic consideration that Avalon states, ‘She had tears in her eyes. I knew she felt like a traitor.’

There are several points where Sukey seems about to reveal her identity as dragon girl. At Marshall’s funeral, as they are about to go in for the service Sukey’s grief almost leads to her confession, 

‘ ‘Sukey was grief-stricken. I squeezed her hand. ‘Come on, let’s go in.’

Her grip tightened in mine and she looked about to speak.


‘What?’ I asked encouragingly.


‘Nothing,’ she said looking away.’ ‘

Then later at school when Sukey is inconsolable Avalon considers, 

‘Maybe she’d fancied Marshall. 

‘Sukey,’ I reached over and touched her hand, ‘did you like him?’

Her eyes widened and she shook her head, but she couldn’t even speak. She just sobbed and sobbed.’

Sukey

The archetypal Judas, Avalon’s first new friend and traitor.

Incidental teaching point: According to traditional Christian views Judas is mentioned only in the gospels and at the beginning of Acts. According to the account given in the gospels, he carried the disciples' money box and betrayed Jesus for a bribe of "thirty pieces of silver" by identifying him with a kiss—the "kiss of Judas"— to arresting Roman soldiers. 
More vicious than the worst of her perceived enemies and longer lasting, dragon girl continues the posts long after the others have stopped.  Her low self esteem and desire to be accepted by the popular girls are the major factors behind her hatred and betrayal of Avalon. Avalon’s initial description of Sukey, 

‘She rolled her eyes in disgust. They were a little too far apart, giving her a slightly vague look. She had a narrow, clear skinned face with a nose that was a bit too large. Her front teeth almost crossed each other. Her arms were thin and pointy bones, with large knobbly hands at the ends. She reminded me of a cartoon character.’ 

Serves to provide more evidence that the good looking people achieve popularity and the unusual are labelled as misfits. Sukey’s physical appearance is referred to several times, like Tamara who is deemed ‘too fat’ to be popular, Sukey is ‘so skinny she might snap in two’ . As she later confesses to Avalon ‘I was like them, I wasn’t the skinny chick who got picked on too. I didn’t have to be a reject, I could be powerful. I started something and it became huge. I was the leader.’

A victim of bullying herself she explains her motivation in her confession on Avalon’s Bulling Exposed website. ‘I guess it started with my mum. She always used to scream at me and hit me if I didn’t do what she wanted. When you hurt people or threaten them you get what you want. It makes you feel powerful. In primary school I’d bully the rejects. If you didn’t do it, you wouldn’t look cool. Or they might turn it on you. As long as someone else is a victim, no one’s picking on you. ‘ 

Her anger and hatred towards Avalon is fuelled by jealousy,  ‘Because I was jealous. I really wanted you to like me. I really wanted to have a best friend and be popular, like they were,’ and it is interesting to note where her jealousy is triggered. Following their bonding in the first English class, and aware of Alice’s rejection of Avalon following Maths, Sukey invites her to join her group of friends. When Jeremy smiles at Avalon, Sukey feels insecure and insignificant, ‘Yeah, you’re right,’ Sukey’s voice was heavy with disappointment and the corner of her mouth twitched. ‘As if he’d even look at me. He was smiling at Avalon.’

Later when Avalon is talking about Grace Point she misinterprets Sukey’s reaction,

 ‘There was this one guy, Jake, who, well, you know.’ I watched Sukey and Jemima swap glances.’

 Thinking she sounds more sophisticated than she really is, she doesn’t realise she is making Sukey feel more insignificant and feeding a growing jealousy. It is ironic (and another red herring) that she worries about Jemima’s reaction, 

‘When I looked back up Jemima was watching me.


‘What?’ I asked nervously, frightened I’d said too much again and looked like an up-myself bitch.


‘Nothing,’ she said evasively.’

The English class is the turning point for Sukey. She is threatened and intimidated by Avalon’s age, ‘Sukey was looking at me like I’d stepped in dog poo, ‘You’re a year younger than me?’ Her nose wrinkled in disgust’ and then sensing Avalon’s desire to join Alice’s group, Sukey begins the hate campaign. 

The feelings of power and control consume her, she has the popular girls following her, reading her weblogs and texts as she whips up the frenzy against Avalon. Jealous again of Avalon and Marshall’s growing friendship and determined to focus the attention back on Avalon once the interest in her has died down, Sukey mistakenly lets the boys at school know of Marshall and Avalon’s ‘date’.  This action serves as a double-edged sword, not only does it force a physical confrontation between Marshall and the male bullies it is what ultimately leads to his death. ‘I only wanted to put the attention back on you. I didn’t want him to get it. He never deserved it. I didn’t mean for it to go so far out of control.’

In retrospect Avalon reveals Sukey’s identity when she puzzles over the school facilitator’s cyber bully profile, ‘girls who cyber bully were physically weaker than others in their class.’

Marshall

Avalon’s confidante, and best friend. Sensitive and intelligent, yet confused and misunderstood Marshall is also a veteran of bullying. Labelled homosexual by his peer groups he reveals his agony in his journal. His friendship with Avalon, and the feelings he has for her causes him to again question his sexuality.  

‘I think I’m in love with Avalon!

I actually thought about kissing her!! That must mean I’m not gay…

A gay guy can’t love a girl.’

Like his peer group, and as a result of their treatment of difference, he is frightened of the consequences of being homosexual, and large parts of his journal are spent convincing himself he’s not. ‘I quit my job. I couldn’t hack it. I felt sick when I went near that guy’s house. He must be a poof. All guys check out other guys, don’t they? It doesn’t make you gay. Does it?’

Outwardly Marshall’s persona is vastly different to the agony of his journal. Even his closest friends are surprised to learn of his inner turmoil,

 ‘We hadn’t been aware of his depression. He’d kept it well hidden from all of us. In fact he always exhibited the opposite, he was always up-beat and happy, conveying to us the image nothing would bring him down.

‘I had no idea,’ Sukey said. ‘He was always so strong and positive.’ ‘

Was he gay or not? The interesting point is that it just doesn’t matter. The greatest tragedy is that he wasn’t accepted for who he was, irrespective of his sexuality.

 ‘He had been so full of life, cheering us up, making stupid jokes, imparting the latest gossip, always harmless, never nasty’ and  ‘We’d never talk together any more, I’d never see the corners of his eyes turn up as he laughed, or hear the softness of his voice as he comforted one of my friends.’

Even his attempts to show Avalon his possible heterosexuality are ignored. On several occasions he attempts to flirt with her, or impress her but she misinterprets his actions. After reading his journal we are aware that the river cruise was a ‘date’ for him. But for Avalon he was just a mate taking her,

‘I shrugged. I really wanted to go on the river cruise with someone and I kind of hoped Caleb might ask me. But he hadn’t mentioned it and it probably wasn’t really his scene anyway.

‘You can be my partner,’ Marshall offered, sometimes it was like he read my mind. ‘I’ll take you.’

Then, there was the moment when he allowed his feelings to show and even though Avalon picks up on it she dismisses it as a ‘weird thought’,

‘He looked at me for the longest time and a weird thought went through my head. He wants to kiss me.’

Later when she imagines his death she recalls a day in the garage ‘and there was the obligatory disused home gym. Marshall had effortlessly lifted sixty kilos on the bench press, like he was trying to impress me by being macho. I remembered laughing and saying, ‘Oh you’re so butch!’

Marshall embodies both courage and loyalty. Knowing that he is making himself a target for the bullies by being stoic in his support of Avalon, he continues undeterred. After his death Avalon reflects on his loyalty, 

 ‘I looked toward the stand, where Marshall used to sit, cheering me on, knowing he was marking himself as a target for those guys, and I felt the pain swelling within me.’ 

Alice

Popular and powerful, intelligent and insightful, Alice is the classic school yard bully. She has good looks and brains and a willing group of minions. Her opinion is valued and her suggestions are acted upon. She is the one who determines the school hierarchy.

 ‘Alice and the Bitches rule the school,’ Marshall said. ‘She’s always the first to offer to show a new kid around so she can decide if they are A Group or not.’

Even though the misfits speak with derision about Alice and her group: The Bitches -all of them still desire acceptance, as evidenced by their willingness to attend Alice’s party. 

‘I’m sorry Avalon, it’s just that I’ve never been actually invited to anything like this before. And I’ve always wanted to go.’

Alice bullies in the traditional way of exclusion and nastiness, this only promotes her popularity amongst the ‘in’ group. Joining together in the hate campaign they fuel their own self-importance, ‘But it seemed bigger than any of us, and my friends were all so into it. It was all we talked about.’

Alice does have a moral conscience and after her initial email: from afriend she refuses to participate in the online sledging, ‘I sent you some pretty awful text messages, but it made me feel …’ she shrugged, ‘I don’t know, cowardly. And I sent you an email.’ After this Alice confines her bullying to face-to-face contact, like the change rooms at the clothing store where it appears she is about to reprimand Julie for being nasty, but then contributes anyway, 

‘That’s not beautiful,’ Julie said laughing loudly, ‘that’s Shrek.’

Don’t be stupid,’ Alice said sharply and Julie instantly stopped laughing. ‘She’s not green.’

Later Alice confirms to Avalon she knew how nasty they were, and there’s no explanation for it, other than wanting to belong, ‘And so I kept it up whenever I saw you because that’s what you do. I sat back and watched them torment you…I knew we were being bitchy, but it was just what we did. I never really thought it would make you feel that way.’

Caleb

An individual without regard for popular status. Judges people on behaviour not appearance. A true non-conformist, 

’…she pointed to his shoes, one with a red lace, the other a blue.


‘They’re school colour,’ he insisted, turning his toes in and out.’

He is a ‘typical surfer with brown face and freckles. His washed out blue eyes had red patches under them, his nose was peeling, rough pieces of brown skin stood up from newly exposed pink flesh and I saw where his lips were chapped.’ 

He demonstrates that he is more interested in hanging with his mates than participating in the school yard gossip, 

‘Caleb was always my Science partner and class with him was heaps of fun. He honestly had no idea about the shit I was going through. He and his mates hung out in the gym, or if the surf was up, they’d wag class for the beach. And I was glad he didn’t know about the cyber stuff because I was starting to think he was pretty hot.’

Yet at the same time Caleb isn’t one to stand around and watch injustice. The incident in the canteen area where people gather taunting Avalon and Marshall he swiftly intervenes.

‘Then Caleb arrived, saying, ‘Fuck off,’ and shoving Todd backwards and out of my face.’ He also shows his disdain for the way the popular girls behave and his disregard for their position in the hierarchy,

 ‘Caleb looked at Julie and Lisa. These two were always after the surfie boys.


‘You’re a pair of bitches,’ he said, shaking his dreadlocks. They looked embarrassed.’

While Caleb operates beyond the social construct, as a fringe dweller who has no regard for the pettiness and nastiness of the school yard, he shows compassion and sensitivity.  Following Marshall’s death and Avalon’s return to school he immediately offers Avalon his support,

‘’You okay?’ he asked, his washed out blue eyes searching mine for the truth.

I shook my head.


‘If you want to talk, or you want someone to sit next to, that’s okay,’ he nodded.’

And then later agrees to help her with the website. It is Caleb who points out to Avalon that some bullies may need compassion as well as victims, ‘You never know the shit some of them are going through too,’ he said.’

His worth is seen by Ms McKenzie who acts as his ally, providing him with school laces for his shoes, ‘Caleb!’ she said, ‘I don’t know why I bother with you, I’m always trying to get you out of trouble.’ She shook her head and rummaged through her leather briefcase. 

Mr Maloney

Avalon’s father, an English teacher and involved parent. It is from him Avalon tries to hide the cyber stalking,

‘ I knew I wouldn’t be able to face him without breaking down. Dad can tell in a second if something’s up and ekes it out of you. He’s good like that, but I didn’t want to be subjected to his psycho-babble. I knew I’d crack like a walnut if he got his hands on me.’

Adjusting to her new lifestyle she finds her parents, with their hippy background embarrassing, and as the bullying continues she finds herself further alienated from her family.

‘ I felt a bit embarrassed talking about Dad like that. Though I’d always known he was different from other dads, he never seemed as strange as he did now.  I was used to his tie-dyed clothing and long greying ponytail and he’d always seemed pretty cool to me. I tried to make my family sound less weird.’

Intuitive, Doyle attempts several father/daughter chats with Avalon,

‘ It was weird, but our conversations didn’t seem natural any more. I could always count on Dad back home when I needed someone to talk to. But things had changed so much. And I knew Dad felt it too.’

It is her father, who first suggests that Marshall may not be gay, ‘‘He fancies you,’ Dad said. And I wasn’t sure if it was a statement or a question.’ Avalon, already moving away from the close relationship with her father as a result of the bullying reacts quite scornfully,

‘ I watched him in disbelief as he walked out of my room. For someone who thought he was so hip, Dad was so out of touch.’

It is also her father who comments on changes in Avalon’s personality, references to her acceptance of stereotypes and face value appearance, instead of questioning and understanding, ‘Dad shook his head. ‘I’m really surprised at you Avalon. I never thought you’d judge a book by its cover.’’

Her father, labelled by Avalon as The Master of Feelings is the one to deliver the news of Marshall’s death. ‘He opened his mouth to speak and I saw the words in his eyes.’

And then later, he is also the one to tell her the details of the suicide,

‘Dad was silent. But his eyes were troubled. He knew more than he was telling. My Dad would know all the tiny details. 

‘Yeah,’ he mumbled, squeezing my leg harder. ‘Sometimes it’s best not to know honey. At least then you don’t have to fight to forget the images.’ ‘
Mrs Maloney

Avalon’s mother, responsible for the shift back to the city. Their interaction is minimal in the early part of the story. We see her as a distant figure, heavily preoccupied with her new job and the daily running of the house. She is not without compassion and concern for Avalon. Even though it is Doyle who first senses trouble Miriam immediately responds. ‘‘Do you really think she’s in trouble?’ Her voice had suddenly changed.’

 Later, when Avalon breaks down to her parents after the school-yard fight, it is her mother who begins the questions,

 ‘We’re worried about you Avalon,’ Mum said, holding my hands. I looked at her tired face. It had been a hard shift for all of us, including Mum, who had taken on a huge responsibility. ‘You haven’t been yourself and we’re worried something’s not right.’

Even though Avalon labels her The Problem Solver and describes her as a person in complete control, ‘as cool as she is, I heard panic in Mum’s voice’ and ‘Mum said politely, in her no-nonsense way’ she is not without emotions. When Avalon breaks down she describes her mother’s reaction as, ‘I watched as those words lifted Mum out of her chair. I saw them sting her eyes and make her cry.’ And later Avalon describes her mother as ‘like a bird with her wings opened wide.’

Following Marshall’s death it is her mother who takes leave to be with Avalon.

Mrs Tate

Marshall’s mother. The true character of acceptance. She shows several times how desperate she was for Marshall not to be frightened of any difference but to accept it. She makes it clear that his sexuality is irrelevant, that acceptance of him should be based on for who he was, not what he wasn’t. As she tells Avalon,

‘You might not know this but he was seeing a counsellor. I’d asked him to, not to change him, or make him one way or the other but just to accept himself. I didn’t know how to make him happy.’ 

The Issues (Themes)

The most obvious issue is bullying, a constant thread that runs through the story. It is in fact Caleb who warns Avalon of the power structure in the school,

‘‘Don’t worry about those girls,’ he said pointing to a group of about six girls who hadn’t looked my way. They were all pretty, with long straight hair and no fringes, their uniforms immaculately ironed and their shoes completely unmarked. ‘They’re the stuck up snobs.’ One of them heard and shot Caleb a murderous look.’

It is established early that Alice and the Bitches assess the potential of new students and send them to their designated social group. From Marshall’s journal we learn that Alice in fact was recruited from the Weirdos and Queeros a short while after her arrival at the school. With this power the girls wield it, Avalon notes, ‘The girls in particular seemed to want their attention. And I’d seen her with other girls, girls she liked, and she seemed really nice.’

According to a 2004 KidsHealth KidsPoll, 86% of more than 1,200 9- to 13-year-old boys and girls polled said they've seen someone else being bullied, 48% said they've been bullied, and 42% admitted to bullying other kids at least once in a while. (www.kidshealth.org)
Research also shows boys and girls can vary in the ways they bully. Girls tend to inflict pain on a psychological level, whilst boys aren't as subtle and they can get physical. For example, boy bullies are more likely to insult their victims on the playground than ignore them. Instead of isolating a non-athletic victim during Phys Ed, they are more likely to use the victim as target practice.
Confident in their social position the Bitches make their power felt through classic forms of bullying: exclusion, harassment, vicious gossip, threatening behaviour and intimidation, both overtly and covertly. There are several accounts in the novel: the change rooms at Phys Ed where Avalon discovers her belongs trashed, at the hockey tryouts and in Art class. One horrific example of bullying is the incident in the canteen area, where the Bitches incite others, particularly Todd to join in. Avalon says, ‘I saw three of Alice’s friends sitting on a bench in the undercover area, scabbing money from people as they walked by’, the mere act of asking for money shows the extortive power of the girls. Then when their attention is drawn to Avalon and Marshall the group harassment begins. We can only imagine their horror when Avalon describes it as ‘like the dreams you have where you’re naked and everyone is pointing and laughing at you.’ After Caleb’s intervention it is Marshall who knows how close to a physical attack they were, ‘It usually ends in tears,’ Marshall said flatly.
Marshall is no stranger to bullying as his journal reveals. He has endured years of insults and harassment and physical attacks. Chosen as a target for his differences he has inflamed the aggression of these bullies.
Narrative Structure

Told in the first person from Avalon’s view point, by the story’s conclusion the reader learns of Avalon’s unreliability.

Much of the information is conveyed in electronic form, emails, sms and web pages and the language used is also electronic. Compared to this is Marshall’s journal, a piece of text we can accept as his representation of events, not Avalon’s. It is handwritten and the font style mimics the feeling and emotion of his words. Compared to the electronic messages Marshall’s journal is more human and real, not lacking feeling and hiding behind anonymity like the other online journals and writings.

The narrative begins with the afternoon of the second day at school and then jumps backwards in time to Avalon leaving Grace Point. From then it follows a chronological order up until Marshall’s death.

Avalon’s description of Marshall’s suicide, graphically told and recounted in minute detail we must remember is a figment of her imagination. Though we accept this is how his life ended we must remember that we don’t actually know the details, apart from the fact he shot himself, with his father’s rifle in the garage.

The story is told in past tense and given elements of setting with references to popular culture it is present day. We know by the time of dragon girl’s confession it is late August and winter and the school year is nearly over. It is the final chapter- After the Moment that provides us with a different narrative voice.

‘But Marshall had put his arms around me and hugged me tightly. I felt the warmth of his body, his realness so comforting in my alienation. Once he said, ‘One day this will all be a faint memory. And you’ll sit with your friends remembering back to that awful time when you were bullied at school. But you’ll belong and you will be happy. This won’t go on forever.’

I remember looking at him in disbelief. Not seeing any way out of it all, feeling so caught up in the moment, sure that this would be my future.


But he was right.’

How much time has elapsed? The voice is mature and insightful and loaded with the benefits of hindsight. The reference to ‘faint memory’ indicates a considerable amount of time to have elapsed and her confirmation of his prophecy is also indicative of time healing her wounds. We could argue that it is a much older, wiser Avalon narrating the final chapter. She reflects back to that period of her life, 

‘When I was on that roller coaster, I thought it would never end. Day after day of fear and misery followed by night after night of anxiety attacks and loneliness’. Or, perhaps one could argue she is only a year older and the lessons of that difficult year have encouraged her maturity. Either way the novel ends on a positive note, we learn that she has come through the trauma, she is accepted and happy. And she does belong.

Language

Colloquial, obscene and neologisms

A story of this nature, appealing to the target audience has to use the language of the times. As language is specific to culture, age, interest and often gender, even across Australia different words are fashionable at any given time. For example bathers in WA are called togs, swimmers, cossies in other states. A lot of the popular language is heavily influenced by American teens, such as the word ‘ho’ (whore), slag and skank are interchangeable with slut. The use of pussy (once referring to a scared man) is now used by both males and females to indicate anyone exhibiting weakness. An erection used to be a hard-on, but now the term stiffy is back in vogue.


CD covers carry labels, radio presenters give fair warning, TV shows and movies carry ratings all explaining the level of obscene language contained within the product. Teenagers, as do adults, swear. They swear for effect, to belong, to vent anger, because it’s what they hear, they swear because they like it, they swear because they can. The cyber bullies choose the foulest language they can to attack Avalon. Not only does this make them feel powerful but there are no repercussions. They are screaming obscenities across the world with no fear of censorship. They just can.

Avalon, who states, ‘I really wanted to say something worse, but we’re not allowed to swear in our house. I guess they’ve got me so well trained it’s almost impossible to do it. I felt really nasty just saying that to her’,  and  ‘in our house, obscene language is a capital offence, along with murder. We were at Category 1’ allows her language to deteriorate as she is swept along in the bullying. 

Why is this? Is it because increased exposure to the language allows her to push the boundaries of her own language- a form of desensitising? It is the same argument that is attributed to violent computer games creating a generation of black-coated, machine gun toting teenage serial killers? Or is it because, as she states,

‘ It made me want to laugh — I was in serious trouble for swearing, yet all these other kids could go around doing and saying what they liked without any consequences’

 that the other concerns and stresses she faced were of a much greater magnitude than monitoring her language.


A direct form of stress, and a tell-tale sign to look for in a victim of bulling is personality change. Avalon exhibits them all, insomnia, aggression, introversion, nervous disorders-nail chewing, secretive behaviour, excessive computer and mobile phone use. And interestingly, it is her deteriorating level of language that tips her parents off. Her final boundary, swearing in front of her father, is pushed and precipitates the breakdown and confession.

A neologism is a word, term, or phrase which has been recently created ("coined") —often to apply to new concepts, or to reshape older terms in newer language form. Neologisms are especially useful in identifying inventions, new phenomena, or old ideas which have taken on a new cultural context. Examples are: weblog, blog, blogging and blogger, all referring to the construction and use of an online journal; smsing, sms’d, texting, texted, all referring to sending written messages via a mobile phone- using a new form of language, grammar free and consisting largely of abbreviations and of course email- electronic mail that has quickly superseded the post (snail mail).

Figurative Language

Foreshadowing, symbolism, personification, metaphor and simile

Avalon’s reference to ‘ the night Mum and Dad sat me down and announced their new plans was, at the risk of sounding overly dramatic, like the bomb the Yanks dropped on Hiroshima’, not only uses simile, but acts to foreshadow the events. The fallout for Avalon from this news is monumental and ultimately catastrophic. 

Also serving as foreshadowing is Avalon’s comment, ‘Now they were saying the city had better opportunities for me --  I felt like an Amish kid being thrown into Rumspringer.’
Rumspringa, is Pennsylvania Dutch for "running around": the rite of passage Amish kids abruptly embark on at age 16. From one of the world's strictest Christian sects — higher education, motorized vehicles and anything else of the modern world from buttons to television, are forbidden — these teenagers are turned loose. Though many still live with their parents during rumspringer, they're free of Amish rules and go to parties where liquor and crystal methamphetamine are abundant; they can buy their own cars and cell phones and cable TV. Then, months and sometimes years later, they make the choice: "To be or not to be Amish.’

Essentially a rites of passage story Avalon’s development is shaped by the people she meets at the new school and the influence they exert over her sense of self. Wavering throughout the bullying, she is finally able to draw on the strength her character has always possessed. The chapter 61 metres High and Climbing is pivotal in Avalon’s self-discovery. Missy Higgins’ song lyrics Scar further this point. 

The lines, ‘ … a triangle trying to squeeze through a circle …he tried to cut me so I’d fit …doesn’t that sound familiar … could you leave me with a scar?’ demonstrate how far she has been willing to go to conform and become accepted. It is interesting to review the complete set of song lyrics. The final verse,

‘ I think I realized just in time, although my old self was hard to find
You can bathe me in your finest wine but I'll never give you mine
'Cos I'm a little bit tired of fearing that I'll be the bad fruit nobody
buys
Tell me, did you think we'd all dream the same?’
foreshadows the conclusion of the story and Avalon’s ultimate acceptance of herself.


In the same chapter is the reference to the Orange People and the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. Avalon makes the comment that he didn’t practice what he preached and two points can be made from this. The first is, she is aware of the willingness of people to follow a leader, the cult mentality, the way many people need to have hierarchy and fit into a social structure. The other is, like the Bagwhan Alice doesn’t practice what she preaches. She doesn’t send emails and texts, she is not dragon girl.


Also in this chapter is the description of the Gloucester Tree and Avalon climbing it. ‘It’s an old, majestic karri, rising out of the ground and touching the clouds. The type of tree you’d read about in fairytales, with a giant living at the top.’

The tree symbolises challenge for Avalon, and like in the fairy tales if she makes it to the top she will receive her reward- in this case the satisfaction of overcoming fear. The climb reveals Avalon’s self doubt and how strong mentality she really is. As she climbs she convinces herself she can do it, her self talk is reinforced by the encouragement of her parents. Her arrival at the platform is symbolic of her determination to overcome the bullying. She says, ‘ From this angle you could see danger coming a mile away.’

When she makes it to the bottom she understands how powerful her self-talk is, ‘The whole way down I told myself I could do it. And when my feet touched the ground I realised I’d never really believed it.’

In the chapter Silent Words Avalon describes the events from the position of omniscient narrator. She has divorced herself from her physical self and is watching the events. 

‘I wanted to speak, but my jaw was wired shut and all the words were stuck, piled up, one on top of the other, in the back of my throat, their letters tangled into each other. I wanted to tell him I was trying but the words were all ravelled up and the pressure of them was splitting the wire around my jaw. I felt like my gigantic head was about to burst. If I could have I would have run out of the room. The pressure was enormous. But I knew the weight of my head would make me fall over…

My words shattered the stillness of the house. They ricocheted off the walls. They pierced my Dad’s eyes. I watched him flinch against their pointed ends. In the distance I heard Ruby crying. I sat motionless, my mouth still half wired shut, watching the words fly around the kitchen…

I watched as those words lifted Mum out of her chair. I saw them sting her eyes and make her cry. Her wooden chair hit the tiled floor with a hollow crack as she flew around the table like a bird with her wings opened wide. I was silently watching my parents, like puppets, jumping and dancing to the words that shifted the balance.’

Words have been destroying Avalon, words on the internet, mobile phones, idle gossip, have attacked her reputation and finally broken her down. Her group of friends have chanted the childhood mantra ‘sticks and stones may break your bones but names will never hurt you,’ in an attempt to ward off the damage the words can cause. In this chapter Avalon finally acknowledges their force. The use of metaphor gives the words physical power. The imagery makes them pointed, sharp, missiles, like arrow heads that pierce.

Later, words take on a cataclysmic effect, ‘He opened his mouth to speak and I saw the words in his eyes… I wanted to shout. I wanted to scream. I wanted to do something, anything, but let those next words come out of Dad’s mouth.’ In the midst of her shock and disbelief everything she hears is the same words, 

‘Marshall died last night.

Marshall died last night.

Marshall died last night.’

The use of different font is to emphasise the increasing loudness of the words, and the damage they are causing her. Finally she has a mental breakdown and watches as the words ‘twirled and twisted on the light breeze, out the window.’ This use of personification helps to show the break in her mental state from the heavy, relentlessness of the words pounding into her Marshall’s death, to the lightness of them dancing away from her. Leaving her watching ‘with interest’.

When she emerges, days later, from her breakdown she makes this observation,

‘And the minute I heard those words I remembered the others… I didn’t want to speak when words were so damaging, but silence was deadly.’

It is an interesting point that even though she was menaced by the bullies’ words, her own reluctance to speak out was even more damaging. Her fear of words was unwarranted next to the devastating effects of secrecy and silence.

1.) READING OUTCOME: COMPREHENSION
PROCESS WORK: Demonstrate your understanding of the novel by

answering the following questions in your journal. Where possible support

your ideas with references from the text. Include page numbers for future use.
1. How is the use of the pseudonym ‘Afriend’ ironic?

2. What is a blog page?

3. Avalon is overwhelmed by the content of the email from A Friend,

what does this suggest about her character?

4. How is the chapter title ‘The A-Bomb’ significant to events that take

place?

5. What attitudes and values do Avalon’s parents have regarding

education and family life?

6. Avalon is anxious about starting at Westerly High School do you think

she has cause for concern? How are new students treated at your

school? Does appearance matter?

7. Compare and contrast Caleb and Mitch. Predict the role each may play

as the novel develops.

8. Describe the group of misfits that befriend Avalon.

9. Why was Avalon’s bag sabotaged following the netball match?

10. The school is divided by a social hierarchy. Make a table with the

headings A group, B group, C group, and Z group. Under each heading

list the students appropriate to the group that have been mentioned so

far. Add to the list as you read the novel.

11. Why does Avalon stretch the truth when she tells her friends about her

life in the country?

12. By the end of the hockey tryouts, Avalon describes her first day at

Westerly High School as, ‘the worst day of my life’. Make a list of

events that have brought her to this decision.

13. How does Avalon unintentionally manage to alienate herself further

from Alice and her gang in both English and Science?

14. Describe Sukey’s reaction to Avalon’s knowledge of Animal Farm.

15. Describe Avalon’s reaction to the blog entries she reads. How would

you react under the same circumstances?

16. Who do you think is responsible for the blog entries at this point in the

story? What would motivate somebody to behave in this way?

17. How do Avalon’s new found friends offer their support? Why would

they be so compassionate?

18. Why is Avalon embarrassed when the pensioner thanks her for helping

her onto the bus?

19. Avalon checks the blog-ring vigilantly despite the probability that the

entries will be upsetting. Why does she punish herself this way?

20. Avalon decides not to confide her problems to her parents, why not?

What would you do in her position?

21. Make a list of both physical and emotional reactions that Avalon is

experiencing.

22. Explain Alice’s behaviour when she sees Avalon and her family at

Bunnings.
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23. Do you think it is fair for Avalon to assume that Alice is the instigator

of the hate campaign?

24. What connotations does the name Dragon Girl have? Make a list of the

other animal imagery Avalon uses when describing Alice.

25. What is BITS an acronym of?

26. Why is Marshall victimised by the school bullies?

27. What prevents Avalon from confronting Dragon Girl online?

28. Do you think Marshall is gay? Support your answer.

29. Why would Avalon’s friends want to attend Alice’s party even though

she treats them like rejects?

30. What does Sukey’s house suggest about her home life?

31. Since the bullying, Avalon’s behaviour, language and family

relationships have deteriorated. Make a list of at least 15 changes you

have noticed.

32. How does Avalon justify her cruel treatment of Ruby?

33. What life lesson does Avalon learn from climbing the Gloucester Tree?

How is the lesson relevant to her current situation?

34. How does the story of the Orange people parallel the events at her own

school?

35. What is the relevance of Missy Higgins’ song Scar?

36. How is Marshall’s response to the bullying different to Avalon’s?

37. What events in the chapter ‘Liverpool Kiss’ challenge our ideas of

gender roles?

38. Why doesn’t Avalon confide in Ms McKenzie? Would it have helped at

this point in time?

39. What happens that finally causes Avalon to tell her parents about the

cyber bullying?

40. Explain the meaning of each of the following phrases;

‘. . . my parents, like puppets, jumping and dancing to the words that

shifted the balance.’

‘. . . it bounced like a nodding dog on the back of a ute.’

‘. . . my mouth still half wired up.’

‘. . . They ricocheted off the walls.’

… ‘Tamara smashed his lights out.’

41. In the chapter ‘Eve of Destruction’, where do you think Marshall is?

42. How unexpected is Marshall’s death?

43. In the chapter ‘The Scream’ Avalon’s words are personified ‘ . . . they

twirled and twisted on the light breeze.’ explain the effect of this

technique.

44. Examine the use of repetition as the news of Marshall’s death starts to

sink in to Avalon. What does it indicate about how Avalon is feeling?

How does it make you feel?

45. In the chapter ‘Broken Down’ there is a blurred line between dream

and reality as Avalon deals with her shock and grief at her friend’s

death. What techniques have been employed to achieve this surreal

feeling?

46. Avalon pictures Marshall on the chair his mother used to nurse him on

as a baby when he committed suicide. Why would she think this and

how does it add to the sadness of his life?

47. Why does Avalon blame herself for Marshall’s death?

48. What do we learn about the real Marshall from his mother’s speech at

the funeral?
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49. ‘I touched the cool wood gently, the outline of my fingertips visible for

a second before it evaporated.’ This is a significant line about the

transience of life. Explain your interpretation of this line.

50. Avalon emerges as a stronger character following the funeral. Draw a

table showing Avalon before and after the calamity.

51. Avalon has been guilty of judging several people in the novel based on

little evidence. Who has she jumped to conclusions about and how has

this impacted on her life?

52. In the chapter ‘Sticks and Stones May Break My Bones’ the format of

Marshall’s journal entries is as important as the content in conveying

his feelings. Analyse each entry to track the emotions and events that

lead to his suicide. Enter your ideas in a table like the one below.
	DATE OF

ENTRY


	FORMAT

(Consider font,

size, style, page

format etc.)


	LANGUAGE

AND STYLE

(Sentence

structure, vocab,

repetition etc)


	EVENTS


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


53. Match the characters in the book with their aliases.

54. Avalon concludes that modern technology is a breeding ground for

bullies who can remain unidentified. Do you agree with her

conclusions? Can this be avoided?

55. Do Jeremy, Chris and Tyson get what they deserve?

56. What strategies does the school put into place to combat bullying? Do

you think they will be successful?

57. What finally motivates Dragon Girl to admit her part in the bullying

campaign and reveal her identity?

58. What part did Alice play in the bullying? Does this make her as bad as

Dragon Girl?

59. What kind of character is Alice? How is she different from what Avalon

leads the reader to believe?

60. What reasons does Dragon Girl give for her deceit?

61. In some ways it would have been easier for Avalon if Alice had been

Dragon Girl. How so?

62. Do you think Marshall’s prophecy is right or will Avalon’s torment be

with her forever?

63. What changes do you notice in Avalon from the beginning of the novel

to the end?

64. What has Avalon learned about herself?

65. Describe the representation of family in Destroying Avalon.
 Further Resources and Links

http://www.bloglines.com/topblogs for information about different types of blogs on the Net

http://www.xanga.com/  a website that hosts blogs and blogrings. A perfect example to demonstrate how blog communities operate.

http://www.healthinsite.gov.au/topics/Bullying a list of resources and links to websites dealing with bullying

http://www.education.unisa.edu.au/bullying/ resources on bullying in schools

http://www.bullying.org/public/frameset.cfm a Canadian website on bullying, with message board and resources

http://activated.det.act.gov.au/reading/curr_jour_hotlists_bullying.htm a list of library resources on bullying

http://www.textually.org/textually/archives/cat_bullying_by_sms.htm a website devoted to SMS and IM bullying

http://www.cyberbullying.ca/  a website devoted to cyber bullying

Other Activities:

Intertextuality

1. Watch the film Looking for Alibrandi. Compare and contrast Jose Alibrandi and Avalon’s journey of personal growth. 

a) Both texts begin with a physical journey explain how the image moving foreshadow the events which follow.

b) How is the bullying that Jose Alibrandi suffers similar to Avalon?

c) Jose deals with her enemies in a very different manner to Avalon. How are their strategies different? Is one more effective than the other?

d) Both characters have family issues. Explain these issues highlighting similarities and differences. What is the pervading message about the importance of family? 

e) How do the different characters deal with their potential love interests committing suicide? How does it affect their personalities?

f) How are Marshall and John Barton similar characters?

2. Analyse the use of Missy Higgins’ song Scar
Answer the following questions related to Scar by Missy Higgins using full sentence responses. Use textual references wherever possible to support your ideas.

1. Who has inflicted the hurt on the persona in the first stanza? What language or references make you believe this?

2. What is the cleansing of the skin a metaphor for?

3. Consider the line, ‘A triangle trying to squeeze through a circle,’ what does it suggest about conformity in society?

4. The chorus is composed of rhetorical questions. What effect do they have on the reader?

5. The third stanza alludes to the skin also. It describes wounds being ripped open before they have healed, why has this imagery been used and why is it so powerful?

6. The word ‘blunt’ literally means to get rid of the rough edges, what meaning does it have in the song’s context?

7. What ‘dream’ do you think the persona questions the audience to consider?

8. Examine the line ‘. . . my old self was hard to find.’ Where has her true identity been buried?  

9. Why does the persona think she is the ‘bad fruit’? It suggests she lacks faith in herself, what does she attribute this to?

10. The chorus serves as a warning to the audience, against what?

11. The song is an unravelling of the persona’s life. What changes do you notice by the last line?

12. Explain the significance of the title of the song.

13. Why does Avalon allude to Scar in the novel Destroying Avalon. How is it relevant to her life?

14. Can you relate to the meaning of this song? Explain. 
3. Design a poster appropriate for an anti-bullying campaign at your school. Consider the following; 

a) Target audience

b) Colour imagery

c) Symbolism

d) Format

e) Text – font size, shape and style

f) Slogan

g) Jargon

h) Statistics

i) Persuasive language
	OUTLINE:

	Analysis the painting of Edvard Munch’s ‘The Scream’ in terms of colour, shape, composition and content. Explain how it parallels Avalon’s reaction in the chapter The Scream from A Person of Interest.


Task :  The Scream - Analysis

How long will you need?

__2weeks__

What you need to do:

	Stage One:

	1. Re-read the chapter The Scream

	2. Discuss as a class and in your journal make notes about Avalon’s reaction to Marshall’s death.

	

	

	


	Stage Two:

	1. Examine the conventions of media: including symbolic and technical codes

	2. Discuss the colour, imagery, form in the painting.

	

	

	


	Stage Three:

	Answer the following questions in your folio:

1. What is the overall feeling of the painting?

	2. How does colour and line convey the feeling?

	3. Repetition is used in both the chapter and the painting. What is the effect of this?

	4. Find another image that represents Avalon’s feelings in the first paragraph of the chapter The Scream. Using media conventions explain how it conveys the emotions.

	


	What needs to be in your folio for assessment?
	Due dates:


	· Notes on the chapter The Scream
	

	· Annotated copy of The Scream
	

	· Answers to questions
	

	· Chosen image and analysis
	




















Cross-curricula Learning

Blogs

Using the school’s Intranet set up a blog community. Students are encouraged to write in their journals daily and comment on others entries. 

A blog community set up in this manner could have a wide range of purposes, from student/student interaction to teacher/student interaction. And students would be able to access the blogs from home.

Blogs could replace journal writing in schools where students have individual computers.

Using blogs in a learning environment

· each student could have their own blog

· facilitator could have a blog and a class blog aggregator

· blogging tool should have the facility to make posts private, group-shareable or public

· students could make reflective journal entries (private) and summarise these in weekly posts

· peer review and facilitator feedback could be via the comment facility (specific feedback) or trackback (general review)

· public posts could be notified to the class aggregator page (ping) so that only one site needed to be checked

Using blogs as a research tool

· Blogging software allows for easy entry generation

· can have a toolbar button to post while you’re browsing

· can email entries to your blog

· can update via mobile phone

· When you find interesting sites on the web bookmark lists can become unwieldy

· ‘post it’ button generates an entry with URL and small excerpt from page and provides a space for commenting

· allows you to store annotated bookmarks which can be sorted by category or date

· multiauthor blog would allow sharing of web-browsing info

(from Online Learning Presentations Building online communities of practice through web-based learning www.mdhsonline.unimelb.edu.au)

Research ( Australasian Journal of Educational Technology 2004 Exploring the use of blogs as learning spaces in the higher education sector J Williams and J Jacobs ) shows that 60% of students participating in a blog trial agreed using a blog increased the level of meaningful intellectual exchange between students more broadly.

Websites

Students could create a website that deals with a social issue: Suicide, Eating disorders, drug use etc…

Create several pages from information sheets, to message board, chat rooms etc

Design it using information from http://www.make-a-web-site.com/ or employ the services of the IT department at the school.

OUTLINE:


Conduct an interview with a character from the novel Destroying Avalon for a talk back television program. This task requires you to work in pairs.





HOW LONG WILL YOU NEED ? 





WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:











STAGE ONE:


View and discuss a variety of television talk back programs ( Oprah, Dr Phil, Rove)


Complete comprehension activities on the television sub genre.


Revise the conventions of media








STAGE TWO:


Using your character challenge sheet choose a character and develop an interview and response for the show of your choice. Use language appropriate to the target audience








STAGE THREE:


1. Conduct the interview as an oral presentation.





WHAT NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR FOLIO FOR ASSESSMENT?          DUE  DATES:


Notes from various sources


Evidence and quotes from the novel


For and Against chart


Cue sheets








TASK  2 : Technology-Friend or Foe?





Student Brief








OUTLINE:


Panel discussion on society’s views of technology. Topic: Technology: Friend or Foe? This may be in either a panel discussion or a modified debate.





HOW LONG WILL YOU NEED ? 





WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:











STAGE ONE:


Read and discuss a variety of texts that explore the pros and cons of the use of technology


Discuss how technology is represented in the novel Destroying Avalon.


In groups produce a For and Against chart. Include textual references and factual evidence to support ideas.





STAGE TWO:


Watch old episodes of ‘The Panel’ and discuss various roles.


Discuss task and assign roles—formulate opinions for the given topic and find supporting evidence from prior reading and viewing


Prepare for panel discussion (cue sheets, notes etc.)





STAGE THREE:


1. Present discussion.





TASK  3 : Interview with character





Student Brief








WHAT NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR FOLIO FOR ASSESSMENT?          DUE  DATES:


Notes on T.V programs


Character challenge


Interview presentation





STAGE THREE:


Prepare a three minute oral presentation to explain your poster and promote the campaign you have devised.











STAGE TWO:


Revise codes of media including colour, symbolism, and format.


Discuss persuasive language techniques and compete comprehension activities.


Design your poster including an effective combination of informative and persuasive language


Peer edit before producing a final copy.





STAGE ONE:


Research bullying using the internet and library resources.


Contact relevant organizations to gather further information. 


Select information suitable for the purpose of your poster.





WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:











HOW LONG WILL YOU NEED ? 





OUTLINE:


Design and present an anti bullying poster targeting students from your school.








TASK 4  : Anti-bullying Poster





Student Brief








WHAT NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR FOLIO FOR ASSESSMENT?          DUE  DATES:


Research notes, including interview notes and manuscripts.


Comprehension activities on the Codes of Media.


Tasks on persuasive language.


Draft of poster edited.


Finished production of poster.








STAGE THREE:


Peer editing and teacher input.


Prepare a final copy





STAGE TWO:


Revise generic conventions of short stories and complete class work.


Discuss the conventions of diary/journal writing and complete set tasks.


Plan an outline for character, conflict, resolution and conclusion revolving around the issue researched.


Draft your ideas into blog entry format, focusing on time lapses and characterization.





STAGE ONE:


1. Research one of the issues presented in the text.





WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:











HOW LONG WILL YOU NEED ? 





OUTLINE: 


Write a narrative comprised of blog entries that develop a character and focus on an issue presented in Destroying Avalon.





* This task can be done in conjunction with the IT department. An intranet blog site can be created for students to post their entries to.





TASK  5  : Blog narrative





Student Brief








WHAT NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR FOLIO FOR ASSESSMENT?          DUE  DATES:


Research notes and class activities on short stories and journal writing.


All planning and editing.


Final Product.





Student Brief








STAGE THREE:


1. Present your ideas to the class. Prepare to answer questions from your peers.





STAGE TWO:


Produce a power point presentation of your analysis. You may include appropriate text, graphics and audio tracks.








STAGE ONE:


Complete analysis of Scar by Missy Higgins and comprehension activities.


Choose a song or poem on an issue presented in the novel Destroying Avalon  and complete a similar analysis.





WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:











HOW LONG WILL YOU NEED ? 





OUTLINE: After analysing the lyrics to Scar  by Missy Higgins, find your own song lyrics or poem on a teen issue. Complete an analysis and present your findings to the class in a power point presentation. 








TASK  6 : Song Analysis





WHAT NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR FOLIO FOR ASSESSMENT?          DUE  DATES:


Analysis of Scar by Missy Higgins


Analysis of song of your choice


Power point presentation





STAGE THREE:


Peer edit your essay draft


Produce a final copy.





STAGE TWO:


Revise essay writing skills and examine the essay question.


Using class notes including comprehension question answers,  plan and draft an essay response to the question.








STAGE ONE:


Complete character challenge and form groups to discuss and share ideas about the main characters in the text.


Using Issues worksheet discuss the attitudes and values presented in the novel


In groups draw an A3 sized chart showing how attitudes and values are related to the content of the novel.





WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:











HOW LONG WILL YOU NEED ? 





OUTLINE: Write an essay examining  how characters from Destroying Avalon reflects attitudes and values in society.








TASK 7:  Essay writing  





Student Brief








WHAT NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR FOLIO FOR ASSESSMENT?          DUE  DATES:


Comprehension activities related to the novel


Notes, mind maps, edits and re-drafts of essay


Final copy of essay








